
U.S. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
BOARD O F  ADVISORS 

RESOLUTION 2008-2 

U'l~ereas, The United States Election Assistance Com~nission (EAC) is an agency of the 
United States federal government created by the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA); and 

Whereas, tlie EAC is mandated to conduct studies on election administration topics under 
sections 24 1 ,  242. 343, 244. 245, 246. 27 1 .  703. and 705 of HAVA: and 

Whereas. tlie products of EAC's researcli and study prqjects provide usefill information on 
irnportant election administration topics: and 

M'liereas, tlie Board of Advisors has a statutorily-prescribed advisory role concerning EAC 
research and study; and 

Whereas, the Board of Advisors can assist EAC in identifying priority information needs of 
election officials and other stakeholders; and 

Whereas, tlie Board of Advisors has a duty to provide continuing feedback on EAC research and 
study; and 

Whereas. tlie Board of Advisors convened a Special Co~ii~nit tee on EAC Research and Studies in 
May of 2008, to discuss EAC research and studies: now, therefore. be it 

Re.\ol\~~z/. That the Board of Advisors makes tlie recommendations presented in Attacli~nent R 
icitli respect to several research and study topics mandated in HAVA. 

A True Record Attest: 

C I & ~  of the Board of Advisors 

Submitted b j  Special Committee on LAC Research 'lnd S t ~ ~ d i e s  on . lwe 6. 2008 
Approved as to Form by Resol~rtions Committee on .lune 17. 2008 
Passed by majorit  voice vote of thaw present: .lune 18. 2008 



U.S. Election Assistance Colnmission. Board of Advisors 
Resol~~tion 7008-2 

Attachment B 

Recolnrnendations to EAC Board of Advisors 
With respect to specific EAC research and study topics 

Submitted by Special Committee on EAC Research and Studies 

Topic: Social Security Administration (HAVA Sec. 244(b)) 

The committee considers this a priority action item for EAC. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Advisors recolnlnends to the U.S. Election Assistance 
Com~nission (EAC) that a working group be forrned and priority be give11 to completion of the study that 
is to be conducted in consultation with the Social Security Administration "on the adkisability and 
feasibility of using Social Security identification numbers. ..to establish ... eligibility or identification 
requirements ,....' 

Passed .lune 18. 2008 
* * * * * * * A *  

Topic: Incorporating Colnmunication and Internet Technologies in the Electoral 
Process ( I  IAVA Scc. 245) 

The committee consic-lers this ij priority action item for EAC. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Advisors recom~nends to the IJ.S. Election Assistance 
Co~n~nission (EAC) that it produce soon an interim status report on its collective efforts and a plan to 
complete its study of the issues and challenges presented by incorporating cotnmunications and Intcrnet 
technologies in the electoral process. 

Passcd .I une 18. 2008 
* * * * * * * * *  

Topic: Detinitions of Voting (IIAVA Sec. 711 (b)(1 ) and 301 ) 

RECOMMENDATION: 'l'hat the Board of Advisors reco~nmends to the [J.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) that it providc a glossary of election terms by defining thc Ihllo\ving: 

Earl), Voting 
Absentee Voting 

Disabled or Hospitalized Absentee Voting 
No Excuse 
Excused 
Earl! Absentee 

Passed June 18. 2008 



U.S. Election Assistance Conimission. Board of Advisors 
Resolution 1008-2 

Topic: Provisional Voting Report (HAVA Sec. 24 l (b)(4) and 303) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Ad\ isors recommends to the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) that it revieiv tlie Provisional Ballot Study to determine tlie facts tliat contributed to 
the need for the use of provisional ballots (si~cli as ho\v and when voter registration applications \\ere 
received). 

Tlie board further recommends that the EAC collect information about how states use provisional 
balloting and tliat study data be accompanied by descriptions of HAVA's goal for provisional voting and 
how each state meets tliat goal. 

Passed: June I 8. 2008 
* * * * * * * * *  

Topic: Disability Access (Accessibility) (HAVA Sec. 141 (b)(5) and 301) 

The co~nniittee suggests tliat EAC examine all elements of Election Day with respect to accessibilit!. 
incli~ding voting equipment. official government information websites and telephone liotlines. 

Further, HAVA Sec. 30 l(a)(3)(C) states that "Tlie voting system sliall. if purchased uitli filnds made 
available under Title I 1  on or after Januat! 1. 3007, meet the voting system standards for disability access 
(as outlined in this paragraph)." (30 I(a)(3)). Tlie co~nlnittee suggests tliat \\lien EAC begins its work to 
develop standards and guidelines on accessible loting equipment. tliat it co~isiders voting systems in their 
broadest definition and uses a working group ofstuheliolders to examine the ishues and help develop tlie 
detinition. 

RECOMMENDATION: Thal [lie Board of Advisors recommends lo tlie IJ.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) tliat it examine what resedrcli has been done. if any, on all elements ot'Election Day 
as they relate to accessibilit>. including ot'ficial government information websites and telephone hotlines. 
Further. consideration should be given lo the formation of a working group to advise tlie EAC on this 
effort and on tlie development of standards and guidelines for accessible voting equipment. Included in 
the guidelines should be a definition of Disabled Voter. 

l'asscd: June 18. 3008 
* * * * * * * * *  

Topic: Voting Fraud and Voter Intimidation Report (HAVA Sec. 241(b)(6) and (7 ) )  

I t  is recogni7cd llial EAC must gather facts \\hen i t  f'ilrtlier studies voting fraud and iroter intimidation. 
'l'he committce believes tliat efforts slioi~ld be made to look lor \+a! s to capture dat~l  tliat has not 
necessarily been reported to election officials or la\\ enforcc~nent agencies. I t  \ \as suggested tliat 
resources used to collect information incli~de a broad group of individuals and organizations. not only law 
enforcement agencies. 

RECOMMENDATION: 1 hat tlie Board of Advisors recn~nmends to the IJ.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) tliat it create a clearinghouse of state and federal statutes relating to election crimes 
and enforcement actions. 

Passed: .lunc 18. 2008 
* * * * * * * * *  



U.S. Election Assistance Co~nmission, Board of Advisors 
Resoliltion 2008-2 

Topic: Website Design for Public Information Portals (HAVA Sec. 21 1 (b)(9)) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Advisors recommetids to the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) that it conduct follow up stitdy to help determine trends for Website design for voter 
information portals: and that in designing such study. it consult uith state and local election officials to 
ensure that it takes into account state laws; and that such study includes information from the state and at 
least one local election jurisdiction i n  each state. 

Passed: June 18: 2008 
* * * * * * * * *  

Topic: Reduced Postage for tlic Reti~rn of Absentee Ballots (IHAVA Sec. 216) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Ad\ isors recommends to the U.S. Election Assistance 
Co~n~nission (EAC) that it filrtlier study of this issue include consideration of reducing the postage for the 
return of Absentee Ballots to one First Class Stamp. 

Passed: June 18, 2008 
* * * * A * * *  


